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object. The teacher must be severe with himself ia
this matter. He must constantly be revising his practice
with an eye on economy.
Besides this, the habit of intellectual organization,
must be inculcated early in the pupil's school career,,
and the early period of his career is that in which his,
habitual medium of thought is his mother tongue.
Some habit of thought and speech he will be acquiring in/
any case whether he is taught right habits or none at
all. But if not taught to organize his thinking, the
probabilities are that it is habits of disorganization that
he will be forming, habits that will afterwards be counter-
acted with added difficulty, or only partially, or not at ail-
On the other hand, habits of orderly thinking and
expression acquired early in the mother tongue will
continue to operate when he comes to learn a foreign
language, and so will immensely facilitate his progress-
For learning English begun at eleven or twelve years of age*
to have first learnt to speak well in the vernacular is am
invaluable preparation. Yet unfortunately this need of
oral practice from early childhood is often overlooked
by teachers in primary classes, who prefer to concentrate
upon reading and writing, because in their view these
can be taught and tested more easily in the mass.
From what has just been said it will be easy to under-
stand why oral practice shoiild hold a prominent place
throughout the course, and not predominate merely at the
start. At no point can the teacher afford to relax his>
attention to it, if the pupil is to reach the standards
required for the use of English as a medium of
instruction or as a medium of ordinary communication"
and converse at the stage at which these acquirements,
are expected of him. And at every stage the truth
equally applies that both in general and in particular
lesson units, oral practice is the most economical
introduction to written work. This brings us to our
third main principle of method, viz.,
third principle
Teaching the Language Branches together
The   different   branches    of   the    teaching    should
co-operate, and the teaching of English should make the?

